ORDINANCE NO. 2007 - 22

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CHARTERED CITY OF VISTA,CALIFORNIA
ADOPTING THE CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE, 2007 EDITION, THE
INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE, 2006 EDITION, AND APPENDICES
CHAPTER 1, CHAPTER 4, B, D and F WITH CERTAIN AMENDMENTS

WHEREAS, California Health & Safety Code Section 17958 mandates that the
City of Vista shall adopt ordinances or regulations imposing the same requirements as are
contained in the regulations adopted by the state pursuant to Health & Safety Code
Section 17922; and

WHEREAS, the state of California is mandated by Health & Safety Code Section
17922 to impose the same requirements as are contained in the 2007 California Fire Code

based on the 2006 International Fire Code, hereinafter referred to collectively as the Fire
Code; and

WHEREAS, Health & Safety Code Section 17958.5 permits the City to make
such changes or modifications to the Codes as are reasonably necessary because of local
conditions; and

WHEREAS, Health & Safety Code Section 17958.7 requires that the City before
making any changes or modifications pursuant to Section 17958.5 make express findings
that such changes or modifications are needed due to climatic, geographic, or topographic
conditions; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the Chartered City of Vista does herewith find
that the City has certain climatic, geologic, and topographical features that can have a
deleterious effect on emergency services such as fire protection and emergency medical
services; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the modifications and changes to the
California Fire Code are reasonably necessary because of local climatic, geological, and
topographical conditions as identified in SECTION 1; and

WHEREAS, certain amendments to the California Fire Code serve to mitigate to
the extent possible said deleterious effects; and

WHEREAS, Section 50022.1 through 50022.10, inclusive, of the California
Government Code and Section 13869 of the Health and Safety Code, provide authority
for the adoption by reference of codes, or portion of such codes.
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NOW THEREFORE, the City Council of the Chartered City of Vista does ordain
as follows:

SECTION 1. FINDINGS FOR THE FIRE CODE
Finding 1

The City Council of the Chartered City of Vista does herewith make findings on
the slopes of and at the base of the San Marcos Mountains, with drainages from the notth
and east portions of the jurisdiction, including Agua Hedieonda Creek and Buena Creek,
create flood conditions that carry the potential for overcoming the ability of the fire
department to aid or assist in fire control, evacuations, rescues and the emergency task
demands inherent in such situations. The potential for flooding conditions result in
limiting fire department emergency vehicular traffic, with resulting overtaxing fire
department personnel, may further cause a substantial or total lack of protection against
fire for the buildings and structures located within the jurisdiction.

Finding 2

The City of Vista is situated near several known major faults, each capable of
generating earthquakes of significant magnitude. These are the Rose Canyon Fault, west
of the jurisdiction, the Elsinore Fault, and the Agua Caliente Fault, located east of the
District, the Newport — Inglewood, the Coronado Banks, and the Silver Strand Faults,
located generally west of the jurisdiction. These faults are subject to becoming active at
any time; the City of Vista is particularly vulnerable to devastation should such an
earthquake occur.

The potential effects of earthquake activity include isolating certain areas of the
City of Vista from the surrounding area and restricting or eliminating internal circulation
due to the potential for collapsing of highway overpasses and underpasses, along with
other bridges in the area, or an earth slide, and the potential for vertical movement
rendering surface travel unduly burdensome or impossible.

Finding 3

The City of Vista has Interstate 78 highway which bisects the District. This Interstate
highway is designated by the California Highway Patrol as an approved transportation route
for Hazardous materials, such as, blasting and explosive agents, highly toxic and radioactive
materials.

The potential for release or threatened release of a hazardous material along this
route is highly probable given the volume transported daily. Incidents of this nature will
normaily require all available cmergency response personnel to prevent injury and loss of
life and to prevent, as far as practicable, property loss. Emergency personnel responding
to such aforementioned incidents may be unduly impeded and delayed in accomplishing
an emergency response as a result of this situation. With the potential result of undue and
unnecessary risk to the protection of life and public safety and, in particular, endangering
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residents and occupants in buildings or structures without the protection of automatic fire
sprinklers.

Finding 4

Much of the rural area of the City of Vista is mountainous topography and certain
areas are less than adequate infrastructure needed for water supply (fire flow) and
cxperiences water shortages from time to time. Those conditions have severely adverse
effect on water availability for firefighting. Fires starting in sprinklered buildings are
typically controlled by one or two sprinkler heads, flowing as little as 26 gallons per
minute.

Hose streams used by engine companies on well-established structure fires
operate at about 250 gallons per minute each, and the estimated water need for a typical
residential fire is 1,250 to 1,500 gallons per minute, according to the Insurance Service
Office and the California Fire Code.

Under circumstances such as, lack of water infrastructure, carthquakes, multiple
fires and wildland fires within a community, the limited water demands needs of
residential fire sprinklers would control and extinguish many fires before they spread
from building to wildland. In such a disaster, water demands needed for conflagration
firefighting probably would not be available.

Finding 5

The topography of the City of Vista presents problems in delivery of emergency
services, including fire protection. Hilly terrain with narrow, winding roads with little
circulation prevents rapid access and orderly evacuation. Much of these hills are covered
with highly combustible natural vegetation. In addition to access and evacuation
problems, the terrain makes delivery of water extremely difficult. Some hill areas are
served by water pump systems subject to failure in fire, high winds, earthquake and other
power failure situations. This would only allow domestic gravity feed water from tanks
and not enough water for fire fighting.

Finding 6

Due to the mountainous topography in much of the rural areas of the City of Vista,
it is very important that roadways be named and identified in order to facilitate
emergency response.

Finding 7

Due to the mountainous topography in much of the rural areas of the City of Vista,
steep, narrow and winding roads and areas of heavy brush are common. These features
make it difficult for emergency response personnel to easily and quickly find the location
of the site that requires assistance. It is therefore essential that street numbers and signs
be easily readable to ensure the quickest response times for a given location,



